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| remember vividly the stories my parents,
grandparents, aunts and uncles told me of
what they faced; how they fled; about the fam-
ily members murdered; of Churches being
burned; and all because they were Christians.
Tragically, we are witnessing history repeating
itself today in the Middle East.

Violence and instability has once again
placed Christians and other religious minorities
in the Middle East in exceptional peril, a popu-
lation which has already dwindled consider-
ably in Iraq and Syria.

There is a systematic extermination of the
world’s oldest Christian communities taking
place. First it was Al Qaeda when the U.S. in-
vaded Iraq. Today it is the barbarians of ISIS
who are responsible for horrific acts, including
torture, murder and displacement of thou-
sands, many with whom | share the same eth-
nic background.

From the founding of our nation, religious
freedom has been a pillar of our democracy
and it remains a cornerstone of our democ-
racy and a value we espouse to peoples
around the world.

The situation for religious minorities in the
Middle East remains particularly desperate
and many are losing hope. As a maelstrom of
violence and religious persecution ravages this
part of the world, we can and must lead.

First, there is a desperate need for humani-
tarian aid for the displaced inside and outside
established refugee camps.

Second, the United States should provide
adequate safety for the few remaining reli-
gious minority communities in Syria and Iraqg.

Third, we should ease the bureaucratic bur-
dens which hold up immigration applications
for religious minorities who wish to seek ref-
uge in the United States. Today they are
made to wait years due to our tedious refugee
processing through the State Department and
Department of Homeland Security.

Religious leaders across ecumenical lines
have come together and firmly stated their
support for religious freedom. Pope Francis
said in January, “. . . Freedom of religion and
freedom of expression are both fundamental
human rights.”

The United States must step up, lead by ex-
ample, and make good on our belief that reli-
gious freedom is a precious one.

——

TRIBUTE TO RALPH LENTS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 27, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Ralph
Lents of Greenfield, lowa for being selected as
Adair County’s 2015 inductee into the lowa 4—
H Hall of Fame.

Ralph’s 4—-H career started off quickly when
he joined the Eureka Eagles showing cattle
and hogs and participating in livestock judging.
His leadership abilities were evident as he
served as club treasurer, vice president, and
was elected boys county 4-H president in
1968. He enjoyed attending the Adair-Union
4-H Winter Camp at Madrid, the State 4-H
Conservation Camp and the State 4-H Con-
ference. Ralph was a member of one of the
top livestock judging teams at the Adair Coun-
ty Fair and later coached a team competing at
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the American Royal Livestock Show in Kansas
City. Ralph received the Danforth leadership
award as a senior 4—H’er.

Ralph served three four-year terms on the
Adair County Extension Council: four years as
chairman, and eight years as treasurer. He
served on the Adams County Extension Coun-
cil for four years, the lowa Association of
County Extension Councils Board of Directors,
and represented southwest lowa on several
state Extension Committees. Ralph was club
leader of the Way Out Walnuts for eight years,
continuing in that role after his daughter,
Katie, had graduated. He continues to serve
as county fair beef superintendent.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that |
stand here today and recognize Ralph for his
many years of service and dedication. His ef-
forts embody the lowa spirit and | am honored
to represent him, and lowans like him, in the
United States Congress. | know that all of my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating
Ralph for his achievements and wish him
nothing but continued success.

——
TRIBUTE CELEBRATING
PIKEVILLE INDEPENDENT’S

100TH ANNIVERSARY
HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 27, 2015

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the Pikeville Inde-
pendent School District in celebration of 100
years of education and service in the coal-
fields of Eastern Kentucky.

Pikeville Independent Schools have attained
notable achievements across the board, in-
cluding accreditation from the Southern Asso-
ciation of Colleges and Schools for Pikeville
Elementary and High Schools. The educators
in this school system go the extra mile to pre-
pare students for the next level, earning an
impressive second place ranking in the state
for college and career readiness. Currently, at
the high school, 45% of junior and seniors are
taking one or more dual credit courses
through the University of Pikeville and annual
National Merit semi-finalists. Juniors at
Pikeville High also consistently rank among
Kentucky’s top ten districts for ACT composite
scores. Not only are individual students suc-
ceeding, but the entire student body of each
class is raising the bar for achievement.
Pikeville High and Junior High Schools have
earned recognition as schools of distinction,
while also ranking among the top ten in the
state for KPREP scores as a district. The
founders of this private school district clearly
laid firm cornerstones that continue to support
the success of its students in its centennial
year of education.

Today, every Pikeville Panther has access
to new, innovative opportunities like state-of-
the-art science labs and online courses, as
well as basic support like tutoring and full time
teachers for humanities in every school. How-
ever, educators are often faced with helping
students through far more daunting challenges
than tests and essays in the classroom. At
Pikeville Independent, students are taught the
value of respect and growth in every area of
student life, from academics to extra-curricular
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activities, thereby inspiring the development of
a well-rounded student with a good moral
compass. With an average attendance rate
surpassing 95%, parents and students clearly
understand the importance of education in the
new global economy.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating 100 years of educational
achievement in the heart of coal country.
When our students succeed, the future of this
great Nation gets much brighter. Congratula-
tions to Pikeville Independent Schools. Go
Panthers.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF PHILIPP
MISSFELDER

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 27, 2015

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Philipp Missfelder, a member of the
German parliament who passed away unex-
pectedly on July 13, 2015, after suffering from
an apparent pulmonary embolism. We send
our prayers and sincerest condolences to his
wife, Ann-Christin, and their two daughters.

Born on August 25, 1979, Mr. Missfelder
dedicated his life to public service. After re-
ceiving a degree in history from the Technical
University of Berlin, Mr. Missfelder rooted his
commitment to public service in conservative
principles. He served as a member of Ger-
many’s lower house of parliament, the Bun-
destag, since 2005 and then became the for-
eign policy spokesman of Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s Christian Democrats in 2009.

Mr. Missfelder was a dynamic foreign policy
expert and respected leader committed to im-
proving international relations and Germany’s
transatlantic ties. He garnered a reputation
from his colleagues for being a champion of
pro-life policy and for his strong support of our
common ally, Israel.

When | first met Mr. Missfelder, | was imme-
diately struck by his outgoing and friendly per-
sonality, genuine nature, passion for his be-
liefs, and his desire to serve the citizens of
Germany. It was with deep sadness that |
learned of his passing.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the life of Philipp Missfelder for
his public service to Germany, his commitment
to democratic values, and the example he set
for other public officials around the world.

TRIBUTE TO AARON DEMORY
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 27, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Aaron Demory
of North Liberty, lowa, for receiving the 2015
Youth Human Rights Award for his volunteer
work in Guatemala.

Each year the lowa City Human Rights
Commission recognizes youth who dem-
onstrate passion and commitment towards
bettering society through their service to oth-
ers with a Youth Human Rights Award.

Aaron Demory was granted this prestigious
award for voluntarily traveling to Guatemala to
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build houses over the summer. Aaron’s hard
work and dedication to assisting others truly
embodies our lowa values.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor to represent
future leaders like Aaron Demory in the United
States Congress and it is with great pride that
| applaud his service to others today. | know
my colleagues in the House will join me in
congratulating him for receiving this award. |
wish him and his family all the best moving
forward.

————

RECOGNIZING THE CNY UNITED
POWER SOCCER TEAM

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 27, 2015

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the victory of the CNY United Power
Soccer team in the latest National Power Soc-
cer Tournament in Tampa, Florida. CNY
United defeated the Arizona Sun Devil's
Power Soccer Club by a score of 3-2 in the
championship game.

The CNY United Power Soccer program
was formed in 2005 at Champions for Life in
Auburn, New York. In 2007, CNY United be-
came a member of the US Power Soccer As-
sociation, an organization of over 60 teams
across the country. Since their first tournament
in 2007, the CNY United team has practiced
and trained vigorously to solidify themselves
as a contender at the national level of power
soccer. CNY United received the national title
during the recent MK Battery 2015 Premiere
Cup due to the commitment and hard work of:
Drew Cunningham, Tony Reuter, Ryan
Charboneau, Peyton Sefick, Pat Coggins, Joel
Maldonado, Brad Smith, Scott Laffen, and
coach, Jim Sefick.

Power soccer is a rapidly growing adaptive
sport specifically designed for people in power
wheelchairs. | am proud to recognize these
athletes as stewards of this sport, advocates
for increased opportunities for individuals with
disabilities in Central New York, and nationally
titled athletes.

———

IN HONOR OF DARRELL
BLACKWELDER’S CAREER

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 27, 2015

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor County Extension Director Darrell
Blackwelder for his faithful service to the state
of North Carolina.

In 1979, Darrell Blackwelder began his ca-
reer with the North Carolina Extension Service
as an Agricultural Extension Agent in charge
of educational programs in Rowan County. In
1989, after a brief stint in the private sector,
he returned to the Extension Service in Davie
County as an agent in charge of horticulture,
pesticide management, and community re-
source development. He then returned to
Rowan County in 1993 as an Agricultural Ex-
tension Agent in charge of horticulture, for-
estry, and community and resource develop-
ment.
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Mr. Blackwelder performed on-going edu-
cational programs for commercial vegetable
producers, and was in charge of the Extension
Master Gardener Volunteer Program. His ex-
emplary work in all of these positions led to
his hiring as the Rowan County Extension Di-
rector in 2011.

Mr. Blackwelder has received many awards
throughout his career including the “Young
Agriculture Agent of the Southwest District” in
1986, the “State Winner-Website” in 20086,
and the “NC Agriculture Agent Distinguished
Service Award” in 2015. Equally as impressive
to these accolades was his will to become a
better agent. Mr. Blackwelder diligently worked
to become a Certified Public Pesticide Oper-
ator and a Certified Plant Professional.

He has had the opportunity to travel and
consult for producers and agents in tomato
production regions of the Middle East and
Central Asia. Mr. Blackwelder has also been a
valuable member of the community, and has
served on the board of directors for the Salis-
bury Farmers Market, Rowan County Voca-
tional Workshop, and American Cancer Soci-
ety in Rowan County.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in thank-
ing Darrell Blackwelder for his esteemed serv-
ice to our community and congratulating him
on his retirement.

—

TRIBUTE TO THE CLARINDA RE-
GIONAL HEALTH CENTER RELAY
FOR LIFE TEAM

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 27, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor the Clarinda Re-
gional Health Center Relay for Life Team of
Clarinda, lowa, for receiving the 2015 Relay
for Life Traveling Trophy.

Each year the Relay for Life Traveling Tro-
phy is awarded to the team donating the most
money to Relay for Life in their counties. The
Clarinda Regional Health Center Relay for Life
Team was given this prestigious award for do-
nating $5,000 to aid cancer research and
awareness. Their hard work and dedication to
assisting others truly embodies our lowa val-
ues.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor to represent
the members of the Clarinda Regional Health
Center Relay for Life team in the United
States Congress, and it is with great pride that
| congratulate them today. | know my col-
leagues in the House will join me in congratu-
lating them for receiving this award and thank-
ing them for their commitment to helping oth-
ers. | wish the team and employees at
Clarinda Regional Health Center all the best
moving forward.

———
HONORING JIM BARBOUR, NAPA

COUNTY AGRICULTURALIST OF
THE YEAR

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 27, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Jim Barbour, my longtime
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friend, and the recipient of the Napa County
Farm Bureau’s 2014 Agriculturalist of the Year
Award. Mr. Barbour has been, and continues
to be, a tireless advocate and fierce supporter
of agriculture in the Napa Valley. It is therefore
appropriate that we recognize and thank Mr.
Barbour today for his relentless dedication to
his craft and effort to promote agriculture in
Napa County.

Jim Barbour was born in San Francisco,
moved to the Napa Valley as a child and grew
up in Rutherford on his family’s ranch along
Highway 29. His education in agriculture
began at an early age; the family grew prunes
on their 30-acre property as well as Gamay,
Mondeuse and Petit Bouschet wine grapes.
He attended UC Davis where he acquired a
bachelor's degree in viticulture and embarked
on a lifelong career in plant science.

In the span of nearly four decades, Jim
Barbour has planted and managed some of
the Napa Valley’s most highly regarded vine-
yards, collaborating with its leading
winemakers and playing a crucial role in the
creation of some of its finest wines. As propri-
etor of Barbour Vineyards Management and
Development he has been able to craft, shape
and produce exceptional vintages, as well as
his own Barbour Wines.

Mr. Barbour has made a lifelong commit-
ment to his craft as an advocate for respon-
sible and sustainable farming practices. He is
a long time donor to Family House of San
Francisco, the Make-A-Wish Foundation and
the local community schools within Napa Val-
ley. Mr. Barbour was also chairman of Napa
Farm Bureau’s “Shaken, not deterred!” re-
building campaign after the South Napa Earth-
quake of August 2014.

Mr. Speaker, Jim Barbour's leadership in
the wine industry and viticultural advancement
is greatly appreciated by the entire Napa com-
munity and we wish him further success in an
already distinguished career.

————
IN RECOGNITION OF THE 1018T
BIRTHDAY OF GERALDINE

(JERRY) EMMETT
HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 27, 2015

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mrs. Geraldine Emmett, who cele-
brated her 101st birthday on July 18, 2015. Af-
fectionately known as Jerry by everyone, she
is one of Arizona’s oldest living Democrats, a
beloved educator and the founder of the
Democratic Women of Prescott Area (DWPA).

Jerry graduated from Northern Arizona Uni-
versity Teacher's College in 1937 and for 45
years taught in communities throughout Ari-
zona, including the Navajo Reservation, the
small town of Seligman along Route 66,
Tombstone, Scottsdale and Phoenix, before
retiring and moving to Prescott 25 years ago.
Then, at the age of 75, Jerry launched the
DWPA and helped build it into the dynamic
grassroots program that it is today.

Jerry has been a vital asset to every school
and community she has touched throughout
the years, and | proudly count myself among
the many who have been inspired by her te-
nacity, vision and sincere belief in Arizona’s
greatness. Members, | ask you to join me in
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